250                 LIFE  AND  PUBLIC  SERVICES  OF
ana and Texas, for the time-being, moved forward on the road to reconstruction with brisk eagerness, outstripping their sisters; and had General Hancock remained in command, the disorders which followed, the misrule and contention, culminating in actual anarchy, and rendering Louisiana at last a fit instrument for the perpetration of a great crime, would not have taken place.
With admirable tact, and a keen sense of justice to the laws of the country, as well as to the people of Louisiana and Texas, he reconciled the differences that had previously prevailed, and which had had their origin in the abominable carpet-bag governments that, since the close of the war, had blighted those States. Instead of an oppressor, the Louisiamans and Texans found in him a governor inspired by motives of the purest patriotism and of the highest justice.
The general order with which he opened his administration was a revelation to an oppressed, robbed, and humiliated people. There was everything in this ordei to produce a profound sense of gratitude in the hearts of those to whom it was addressed. Following it, came for awhile the blessings of peace and prosperity, and but for the fact that the administration at Washington removed General Hancock from his sphere of justice and beneficent government, the period of misrule in Louisiana and Texas would have come to an end ten years ago.
General Hancock maintained the purity and independence of the elections, refused to organize military commissions to take tlie place of judicial trials, andring of the Revolutionary metal. Washington delight by all who truly believed in the supremacy of the ideas on which our Eepublic is founded. It was hailed as the presage of a return from the anarchy ofhroughout    the
